
Development of new reactions for the synthetic chemists toolbox. 

The goal of the project is to develop highly efficient synthetic transformations that 
allow one to synthesize molecules via pathways that were previously unknown.  
The participating REU student will gain experience in hands-on synthetic 
chemistry.  He or she will (with the guidance of an advanced student) be expected 
to determine optimum conditions for running reactions, become proficient in 
isolating purified products, and utilize various techniques (NMR, IR, etc) to 
determine the structure of the products.  These skills are invaluable to any 
practicing synthetic chemist.  The successful development of any new reaction as 
part of the student’s research is expected to lead to publication.  
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